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Guide to the Interpretation of Course Evaluations at UT Austin
The goal of course evaluation process at UT Austin is to drive teaching excellence and to support continuous improvement in teaching
and learning experiences. Course evaluations provide snapshots of student perspectives on their course-level learning experiences.
Most experts on teaching evaluation advise that no individual method gives the complete picture of an instructor's teaching
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Core Questions

Strongly
Agree Agree Neutral Disagree

Strongly
Disagree Responded Mean

During this course, I gained a deeper understanding of
the subject matter.

10.7% 50.0% 14.3% 25.0% 0.0% 28 3.46

The course was well organized. 21.4% 42.9% 17.9% 14.3% 3.6% 28 3.64

The instructor clearly explained the course objectives
and expectations.

32.1% 42.9% 17.9% 3.6% 3.6% 28 3.96

The instructor fostered an inclusive learning
environment.

32.1% 39.3% 21.4% 3.6% 3.6% 28 3.93

The instructor effectively explained the concepts and
subject matter in this course.

17.9% 50.0% 14.3% 10.7% 7.1% 28 3.61

The instructional techniques kept me engaged in
learning.

17.9% 32.1% 28.6% 7.1% 14.3% 28 3.32

The instructor checked for student understanding of the
concepts presented in the course.

21.4% 53.6% 14.3% 7.1% 3.6% 28 3.82

Overall Questions

Excellent Very Good Satisfactory Unsatisfactory Very Unsatisfactory Responded Mean

Overall, this instructor was 25.0% 32.1% 25.0% 14.3% 3.6% 28 3.61

Overall, this course was 17.9% 10.7% 46.4% 17.9% 7.1% 28 3.14

Other Course Questions

Why did you take this course?

Overall, approximately what percentage of the course meetings did you attend or complete (online, in person, or asynchronously)?

Statistics Value

Mean 83.21
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Comment Questions

Identify aspects of the course that were the most effective in helping your learning.

Comments

The examples

Video lecture recordings

The instructor did provide a course schedule that had a timeline of when to start each lecture video which did help stay on top of the
courseload.

The lectures, while I sometimes had difficulty focusing, it was helpful in visually showing aspects of the mathematics/theory.

All the practice exam and how to solve practice question made me know how I need to solve my problems on test and gave me a
better understanding of what the expect.

my own ability to read a textbook and do practice problems

The past tests

The quizzes acted like homework because there was an incentive to do them more than any of the homework uploaded. The
instapolls helped me stay engaged during the long lectures. I definitely could've studied more, so a lot of it was on me. It just wasn't
easy to practice recall when the only good bits of information were from 1+ hr lectures and confusing slides.

Practice problems, and previous semesters test material

being able to reread stuff at my own pace

clearly outlined canvas page

The communication from Mr. Yu was essential in trying to understand this course, he helped massively with his very responsive
emailing.

barely anything

N/A

Clear instructions and multiple modes of learning made this class fantastic.

Having the slideshows and practice problems available
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Identify the aspect of the course that you found most challenging, why you found it was challenging, and
suggest one thing that could be done to help future students meet that challenge more effectively.

Comments

The tests were hard, and the reviews wouldn't really help

The exams were too difficult. There was a large jump in difficulty from the homework to the exams, and the majority of the class felt
that we did not have enough time to finish each exam. They were open note which would have been helpful if there was even
enough time to open your notes. I was forced to leave questions blank on the exams not because I didn't understand them but
because I did not have enough time to even reach them.

The practice exams should be tailored the same way the midterms are, to give familiarity and a deeper understanding of what's
expected

The homework was frequent and definitely challenging in a manner. Though I'm not sure how a better method of going about it
more effectively can be considered.

The lecture videos with the instapolls sometimes felt unnecessarily long

I found the last 2 quizzes challenging they where also super long so maybe breaking each of the 2 quizzes in half.

this ladies lecture videos are awful for the most part

The tests themselves

The lectures are way too long. And I know this class was asynchronous, but moving forward, I think this class should be
synchronous or in person. Long lectures with no incentive to do them, except for a few instapolls, are a disaster.

I found it most challenging to follow along with the lectures as it felt quite confusing and difficult

I felt no matter how much i studied, practiced, watched hours of lectures, go through previous tests, The test would have problems
formatted very oddly and just completely out of left field. I think providing problems similar to those on test would be helpful.

Having it be on your own

I think just the overall course material. There is a lot of stuff to learn in a pretty condensed amount of time that makes it challenging
to try and truly understand what we are learning.

being online

Tests NOTHING like the material taught, no way to possibly study using practice exams

deviating from the schedule was entirely too easy but that's a personal burden

The speed of the course and the inability to see whether you got answers on Instapolls and Quizes correct. They should show the
right answer afterwards at least after the due date passes.
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College, School, or Unit Questions

The instructor was available to students either electronically or in person.

Statistics Value

Mean 4.37

The instructor encouraged me to take an active role in my own learning.

Statistics Value

Mean 4.22
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Report Guide

Guide to the Interpretation of Course Evaluations at UT Austin
The goal of course evaluation process at UT Austin is to drive teaching excellence and to support continuous improvement in teaching
and learning experiences. The two sets of scales used for core evaluation questions and the associated weights are:

Strongly Agree (5)
Agree (4)
Neutral (3)
Disagree (2)
Strongly Disagree (1)

Excellent (5)
Very Good (4)
Satisfactory (3)
Unsatisfactory (2)
Very Unsatisfactory (1)

The Mean is calculated by adding all of the weights for a single question and dividing by the number of respondents. The course
workload question is not averaged.

The number of students (e.g. respondents) marking each option is reported for each of the items. These frequency distributions
provide information about the level of student ratings and the spread and shape of the class distribution of responses. The
distributions thus provide a picture of student perception of a course.

Course evaluations provide snapshots of student perspectives on their course-level learning experiences. Most experts on teaching
evaluation advise that no individual method gives the complete picture of an instructor's teaching effectiveness; multiple and diverse
measures, on multiple occasions, are advised to give a full picture of the teaching effectiveness of a particular instructor. Moreover,
other factors, such as size of class, level of the class, and content of the course, can cause small variations in the ratings. Therefore,
student perspectives for a particular instructor or course should be interpreted as a snapshot, and not as providing complete
information on the teaching effectiveness of that instructor.
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